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Subject 

This is a postal history study of this issue which was despised by the Japanese occupiers of China.  The Japanese 

tried to prohibit their use. They disliked the U.S. flag side by side with the flag of the Republic of China.  They 

were also angered by the map which did not reflect areas of China occupied by the Japanese where they had 

established puppet governments.  These and other factors explained in the exhibit gave rise to the scarcity of the 

material.  Most of these types of uses are extremely scarce. 
 

Presentation 

The material is grouped into (a) places of transit within Japanese occupied China (e. g. Shanghai), (b) special 

routes of egress from China (e. g. via Hong Kong, Indo-China, the Trans-Siberian Railroad, the Burma Road), 

and (c) other makeshift methods of egress from China (e. g. smuggling or posted at sea). 
 

Difficulty Factor 

Although philatelic usages can be found, this exhibit focuses on the much scarcer commercial usages.  One 

extremely scarce domestic use is included.   
 

This exhibit does not contain usages for the route through Sinkiang which, to my knowledge, can only be found 

in philatelic museum collections. 
 

Knowledge and Research 

This exhibit disproves statements contained in the Chan² and Ma³ catalogs that these stamps were not allowed to 

be used in the occupied areas of China; and the statement that “When these stamps reached Shanghai, they were 

not allowed to be sold publicly.²    

 

Place names are given in Wade-Giles Romanization.   

 

The title page map is used with permission from the author. 
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